AUTHENTICATEC 
US. GOVERNMEN 
INFORMATION 


GP( 



URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA 
TO ENSURE THAT THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS TO BE 
HELD ON JULY 3, 2005, ARE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS FOR FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS 


MARKUP 


BEFORE THE 


COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI\H]S 


ONE HUNDRED NINTH CONGRESS 
FIRST SESSION 
ON 

H. Con. Res. 155 

JUNE 22, 2005 

Serial No. 109-39 


Printed for the use of the Committee on International Relations 



Available via the World Wide Web: http://www.house.gov/international_relations 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


WASHINGTON : 2005 


21-976PDF 


For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office 
Internet: bookstore.gpo.gov Phone: toll free (866) 512-1800; DC area (202) 512-1800 
Fax: (202) 512-2250 Mail: Stop SSOP, Washington, DC 20402-0001 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


HENRY J. HYDE, Illinois, Chairman 

TOM LANTOS, California 
HOWARD L. BERMAN, California 


JAMES A. LEACH, Iowa 
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH, New Jersey, 
Vice Chairman 
DAN BURTON, Indiana 
ELTON GALLEGLY, California 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, Florida 
DANA ROHRABACHER, California 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, California 
PETER T. KING, New York 
STEVE CHABOT, Ohio 
THOMAS G. TANCREDO, Colorado 
RON PAUL, Texas 
DARRELL ISSA, California 
JEFF FLAKE, Arizona 
JO ANN DAVIS, Virginia 
MARK GREEN, Wisconsin 
JERRY WELLER, Illinois 
MIKE PENCE, Indiana 
THADDEUS G. McCOTTER, Michigan 
KATHERINE HARRIS, Florida 
JOE WILSON, South Carolina 
JOHN BOOZMAN, Arkansas 
J. GRESHAM BARRETT, South Carolina 
CONNIE MACK, Florida 
JEFF FORTENBERRY, Nebraska 


GARY L. ACKERMAN, New York 
ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, American 
Samoa 

DONALD M. PAYNE, New Jersey 
ROBERT MENENDEZ, New Jersey 
SHERROD BROWN, Ohio 
BRAD SHERMAN, California 
ROBERT WEXLER, Florida 
ELIOT L. ENGEL, New York 
WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT, Massachusetts 
GREGORY W. MEEKS, New York 
BARBARA LEE, California 
JOSEPH CROWLEY, New York 
EARL BLUMENAUER, Oregon 
SHELLEY BERKLEY, Nevada 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, California 
ADAM B. SCHIFF, California 
DIANE E. WATSON, California 
ADAM SMITH, Washington 
BETTY McCOLLUM, Minnesota 
BEN CHANDLER, Kentucky 
DENNIS A. CARDOZA, California 


MICHAEL McCAUL, Texas 
TED POE, Texas 

Thomas E. Mooney, Sr., Staff Director I General Counsel 
Robert R. King, Democratic Staff Director 
Daniel Freeman, Counsel I Parliamentarian 
Jean Carroll, Full Committee Hearing Coordinator 


(II) 



CONTENTS 


Page 

MARKUP OF 

H. Con. Res. 155, Urging the Government of the Republic of Albania to 
ensure that the parliamentary elections to be held on July 3, 2005, are 
conducted in accordance with international standards for free and fair 
elections 2 


(III) 




URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUB- 
LIC OF ALBANIA TO ENSURE THAT THE 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS TO BE HELD 
ON JULY 3, 2005, ARE CONDUCTED IN AC- 
CORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL STAND- 
ARDS FOR FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2005 

House of Representatives, 

Committee on International Relations, 

Washington, DC. 

The Committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:38 a.m., in room 
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Henry J. Hyde (Chair- 
man of the Committee) presiding. 

Chairman Hyde. The Committee will come to order. 

Prior to convening the hearing, a business meeting of the Com- 
mittee will come to order. 

Without objection, the Chair is authorized to seek consideration 
of the following resolution which the Members have before them, 
H. Con. Res. 155, Urging the Government of the Republic of Alba- 
nia to ensure that the parliamentary elections to be held July 3, 
2005, are conducted in accordance with international standards for 
free and fair elections. 

[The resolution referred to follows:] 


( 1 ) 
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HCON 155 IH 


109th CONGRESS 
1st Session 
H. CON. RES. 155 

Urging the Government of the Republic of Albania to ensure that the parliamentary elections to be held 
on July 3, 2005, are conducted in accordance with international standards for free and fair elections. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

May 17, 2005 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for himself and Mr. ENGEL) submitted the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on International Relations 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

Urging the Government of the Republic of Albania to ensure that the parliamentary elections to be held 
on July 3, 2005, are conducted in accordance with international standards for free and fair elections. 

Whereas the United Slates maintains strong and friendly relations with the Republic of Albania and 
appreciates the ongoing support of the people of Albania; 

Whereas the President of Albania has called for elections to Albania's parliament, known as the People's 
Assembly, to be held on July 3, 2005; 

Whereas Albania is one of 55 participating States in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), all of which have adopted the 1990 Copenhagen Document containing specific 
commitments relating to the conduct of elections; 

Whereas these commitments, which encourage transparency, balance, and impartiality in an election 
process, have become the standard by which observers determine whether elections have been 
conducted freely and fairly; 

Whereas, though improvements over time have been noted, the five multiparty parliamentary elections 
held in Albania between 1991 and 2001, as well as elections for local offices held between and after 
those years, fell short of the standards in the Copenhagen Document to varying degrees, according to 
OSCE and other observers; 

Whereas with OSCE and other international assistance, the Government of Albania has improved the 
country's electoral and legal framework and enhanced the capacity to conduct free and fair elections; 

Whereas subsequent to the calling of elections, Albania's political parties have accepted a code of 
conduct regarding their campaign activities, undertaking to act in accordance with the law, to refrain 
from inciting violence or hatred in the election campaign, and to be transparent in disclosing campaign 
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funding; and 

Whereas meeting the standards in the Copenhagen Document for free and fair elections is absolutely 
essential to Albania's desired integration into European and Euro-Atlantic institutions, including full 
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), as well as to Albania's progress in 
addressing official corruption and combatting organized crime: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved hy the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That Congress— 

{ 1 ) welcomes the opportunity for the Republic of Albania to demonstrate its wil lin gness and 
preparedness to take the next steps in European and Euro-Atlantic integration by holding 
parliamentary elections on July 3, 2005, that meet the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) standards for free and fair elections as defined in the 1 990 
Copenhagen Document; 

(2) firmly believes that the citizens of Albania, like all people, should be able to choose 
their own representatives in parliament and government in free and fair elections, and to 
hold these representatives accountable through elections at reasonable intervals; 

(3) supports commitments by Albanian political parties to adhere to a basic code of conduct 
for campaigning and urges such parties and all election officials in Albania to adhere to 
laws relating to the elections, and to conduct their activities in an impartial and transparent 
manner, by allowing international and domestic observers to have unobstructed access to all 
aspects of the election process, including public campaign events, candidates, news media, 
voting, and post-election tabulation of results and processing of election challenges and 
complaints; 

(4) supports assistance by the United States to help the people of Albania establish a fully 
free and open democratic system, a prosperous free market economy, and its rightful place 
in European and Euro-Atlantic institutions, including the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO); and 

(5) encourages the President to communicate to the Government of Albania, to all political 
parties and candidates, and to the people of Albania the high importance attached by the 
Government of the United States to this parliamentary election as a central factor in 
determining the future relationship between the United States and Albania. 


END 

The Chairman adjourned the business meeting of the Committee. 
[Whereupon, at 10:38 a.m., the Committee proceeded to the no- 
ticed hearing.] 
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